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THE FIRST SCOLDING
Michael Burke
I am
the funny uncle,
the one who
laughs with her
behind her parents' back
But when I
told her to be quiet,
to be silent,
to sit down
calm down
“-and she just laughed
—
I lost my temper
for the very first
time and put my
big face before her little face
and clenched my
teeth and grabbed
her and said, "I'm
serious. Be quiet."
Then she stared at me,
horrified, near tears,
like she half-expected
me to hit her
She must have wondered
why in the world
had I betrayed her
And I felt a not so
little part of me die
“~and I wanted so
badly to make her
laugh again,
to hear us giggle once more,
together.
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